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The Function of Sinology and Construction of a National Image: Studies

in the Image of “ Cultural China” in 19" Century French Literature
MENG Hua

( Institute of Comparative liteeature and Culture, Peking University, Bejing 100871, China)

Abstract; Since the first Opium War( 1840—42), Simo-French rlations turned to be worse. French journals and

periodicals at that time were full of negative descriptions and reports of China written by those who came to visit

China after the Opium War. On the other hand, it is interesting to note that a  poetic and charming” image of

“cultural China” ould be frequently found in many French literary canons. How could such a paradox exist in

French literature ? This paper examines the works by Victor Hugo and Judith Gautier, reconsiders the relationship

between French literature and French sinology that was born in the 18" century and flourished in the 19" centuy,

and further explores the function of sinology: in what ways it constructs an image of China.

Key words: CHinese-French Cultural Relations; Image; Sinology ( )
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